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Four	and	one	half	years	service
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John	Kelty’s	Revolutionary	War	Pension	File
Lesson	–	Keep	reading	and	transcribing…	46	pages

1818	Affidavit	for	Revolutionary	War	Pension
• Some	details	of	Revolutionary	War	Service

1820	Declaration	&	Inventory	for	continued	Pension
• More	details	of	Revolutionary	War	Service	and	insight	into	
his	straightened	circumstances

1846	Widow	Margaret’s	Pension	Application	by	Heirs	of	
John	&	Margaret	Kelty
• Family	details	including	a	page	from	the	Family	Bible



1818	Affidavit	for	Revolutionary	War	
Pension

…That	he	served	as	a	soldier	in	the	war	of	
the	Revolution	in	the	Continental	
establishment.	That	he	enlisted	in	July	
or	August	in	the	year	1776	into	a	
company	of	riflemen	at	that	time	
commanded	by	Captain	Matthew	Smith	
after	which	commanded	by	Captain	
Michael	Simpson	in	Colonel	Hands	
Regiment	of	the	first	Regiment	of	the	
Pennsylvania	line.	That	the	term	of	his	
enlistment	was	for	three	years	or	during	
the	war.	That	he	continued	in	the	
service	of	his	country	for	the	term	of	
four	years	and	a	half	when	he	received	
an	honourable	discharge.	



1818 Affidavit for Revolutionary War Pension
Ancestry’s “new” Transcription – not bad!



1819	

Received	
Pension
totaling	

$182.66

Ending	in	
1820



1820

Declaration	&	
Inventory	for	
Continued		
Revolutionary	
War	Pension	
under	Act	of	
1820	
requiring	
proof	of	
financial	need



…his	oath	declare	that	he	served	
in	the	Revolutionary	war	as	
follows	.	He	enlisted	in	the	
county	of	Lancaster	in	the	state	
of	Pennsylvania	under	Captain	
Matthew	Smith	and	was	
afterwards	commanded	by	
Captain	Michael	Simpson	in	
Colonel	Hand’s	Regiment	
afterwards	Colonel	Chambers.	
first	a	Regiment	of	Riflemen	and	
afterwards	transferred	to	the	
Infantry	in	the	Brigade	of	
General	Wayne.	That	he	was	in	
the	Battle	of	White	Plains	in	the	
year	1776	in	that	of	Princeton	in	
that	of	Germantown.	That	he	
enlisted	in	the	latter	end	of	said	
July	or	beginning	of	August	in	
the	year	1776	for	three	years	or	
during	the	war	&	was	honorably	
discharged	by	General	Wayne	at	
Trenton	after	having	served	for	
about	four	years	and	a	half.	



Precious	details	of	his	service	from	
John	Kelty’s	Declaration	and	Inventory,	
submitted	after	the	Act	of	1820	
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1820 Schedule for Revolutionary War 
Pension



1820	
Notice	that	
John	Kelty	

was	continued	on	
Revolutionary	War	

Pension	Roll	
having	shown	financial	need



General Anthony Wayne and his troops (the 1st and 2nd 
Pennsylvania Brigades of the Pennsylvania Line) were present at 
Valley Forge during the harsh winter encampment of 1777–1778



American	Battlefield	Trust	
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/videos/valley-forge

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/videos/valley-forge
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/videos/valley-forge
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/videos/valley-forge


Widow’s Pension Application
Signed Affidavit of Jane (Kelty) Gray 4th great 

grandmother



Family	Bible	
Record

John	Kelty	
married	Margaret	
Conner	1779	5th	
great	grandparents

Jane	Kelty	was	
born	4th	great	
grandmother

Jane	Kelty	
married	David	
Gray	4th	great	
grandparents

Jane	Ann	Gray	was	
born
3rd great grandmother



22	Sept	1849

After	much	back	and	forth,	
Margaret’s	widow’s	pension	
was	approved	at	$80	per	
annum	from	John’s	death	4	
Dec	1833	until	Margaret’s	
death	5	June	1838

Amounts	were	paid	to	their	
surviving	children:	Jane	Gray	
(my	4th	gg),	Elizabeth	Kelty,	
Catherine	Smith	(DAR),	and	
Margaret	McChesney.
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