
REMEMBERING 
CAPTAIN JOHN DOWNEY



• Transcribed	Champaign	County,	OH	marriage	records	show:
• John	Downey	married	Sarah/Polly/Mary	Parkinson	(his	4th	gg)

• Margaret	Downey	married	James	W	Parkinson	(my	4th	gg)

• 1850	&	1860	Censuses	&	tombstone	show	the	four	were	born	
between	1791-1801

• 5th	cousin	claimed	these	were	siblings	marrying	siblings
• letters	between	second	cousins	in	1880s	naming	all	the	children

• 5th	cousin	claimed	John	Downey	was	born	in	Harrisburg	PA

Found	5th	cousin’s	Downey/Parkinson	website	in	2002



• Only	two	Downeys	lived	
in	Dauphin	County	PA	
1800-1810
• John	Downey
• Charles	Downey			

• Lots	of	information	about	
John	Downey
• Bios	claim	he	was	son	of	
Captain	John	Downey

• Charles	Downey	
• Only	1800	Census	for	and	
1810	Census	for	Widow	
Downey

Downeys	in	Dauphin	County,	Pennsylvania



Notes and queries : historical, biographical and 
genealogical, chiefly relating to interior Pennsylvania, 
[1st-2d ser., v. 1-2, 1881-1883, v. 1, No. 7 pp 465-469]
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/14844 

• Reknowned	

educator	

• Bios	mention	son	

of	Captain	John	

Downey,	

Revolutionary	War	

martyr

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/14844


John	Downey	5th	great-grandfather
Early	Life	in	Colonial	Philadelphia

• Born	about	1740,	birthplace	unknown
• Married	Sarah	Haldon	1767	at	the	Zion	Lutheran	Church
• Five	Children	by	1778:

• Charles	Downey	4th	gg	m.	Widow	Downey	
• Four	children:	John,	Margaret	3rd	gg,	Nancy	&	another

• John	Downey	m.	Alice	Ann	Beatty	no	issue
• Elizabeth	Mary	Downey	m.	Nathaniel	Buchanan

• Alice	Ann,	Nancy,	&	William	Murray	Buchanan
• Two	others	died	before	1794,	one	likely	a	Nancy	

• Moved	to	Plumstead,	Bucks	County,	PA	when	the	British	occupied	
Philadelphia	in	September	1777.



SCHOOLMASTER	–	Taught	Mathematics	&	Surveying
Opened	School	1766



Revolutionary	War	Service

• Volunteered	and	fought	in	the	Battles	of	Trenton	and	
Princeton	–	Fall	1776
• Likely	crossed	the	Delaware	with	Washington

• Captain	Pennsylvania	Militia	in	Billingsport,	NJ	Summer	1777
• After	learning	of	his	mathematical	knowledge	and	surveying	
skills,	the	Executive	Council	engaged	him	to	conduct	a	military	
survey	of	the	Delaware	River

• Assistant	Commissary	in	General	John	Lacey’s	Militia	which	
was	disrupting	British	supplies	to	Philadelphia
• Died	in	the	Battle	of	Crooked	Billet	-	May	1,	1778	





Battle	of	
Crooked	Billet
May	1st,	1778
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