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Early Life

• Joseph Wood was born December 25, 
1724 in Mansfield, Connecticut.

• Youngest of six children of Samuel and 
Jane (Dudley) Wood.

• Married Anna Palmer on September 26, 
1751 and had twelve children, though 
two died young.



Settlement of Lebanon, NH
• Joseph Wood was among the original 

proprietors & founding families who 
settled Lebanon, NH in 1765–1766.

• Joseph established a large farm of more 
than 500 acres.

• Built a tavern and inn at an important 
crossroads.

• Served as Constable and Selectman in 1768.
• Helped establish schools and the 

Congregational Church in Lebanon



Revolutionary 
War

 Service



Revolutionary War Service
• Signed the Association Test on July 4, 1776.
• Served on committees supporting the 

patriot cause.
• Provided supplies for Revolutionary 

troops.
Family Contributions

• Two sons and two sons-in-law served 
during the Revolution.

• Son Joseph Wood Jr. was Sandy’s ancestor



Legacy
• Joseph Wood died November 2, 1798.
• Remembered as a patriot, pioneer, and 

civic leader.
• Honored with a DAR marker dedication 

in 1999.
• Joseph Wood’s life reflected the values   

of service, perseverance, faith, and 
patriotism that helped shape early 
America.







“Captain” Joseph Wood, Jr.
1759-1859



More on “Captain” Joseph Wood, Jr 
• Joseph Wood Junior was 

called ”Captain” even though 
he served no more than 
militia private in the 
revolution.  

• Historical society told me it 
was common to be 
"promoted" after discharge, 
like we would do today with 
the National Guard.  Because 
Joseph became a very wealthy 
& significant member of the 
community, he was given this 
label of “captain” early in his 
life - to recognize community 
service.

Joseph at 100 years of age



“Captain” Joseph Wood, Jr 
Supported Education of Women

• Not only did he found the church, but he 
donated initial money to his friend Tilden 
to establish and build the Tilden Ladies 
Seminary, because Joseph believed 
strongly in educating women. 

• My grandmother, Josie Ellen Wood, his 
youngest granddaughter, studied Latin 
and Greek at Tilden’s – not what you'd 
expect in a simple country town, even 
though it was next-door to Dartmouth at 
Hanover - where Joseph's brother had 
attended to become clergy!


