Outside the Box Reports (Generation Numbers)

“I want to create a report that lets me identify the eatliest and latest birth and death dates within each
generation from a designated progenitor. How can I do that?”

This problem solution uses a traditional report in a very untraditional manner, and it’s one of the few
reports that is not affected by person TMG data entry protocols.

e This report must include a generation identifier. The generation identifier varies depending on the focus
person, so there is no easy way to add this as a flag, a tag, or a reference number.

e This need for a fluid generation number limits the report choices to: Descendant Indented Chart,
Descendant Indented Narrative, or Journal reports. Narrative reports include too much information, so
this report uses the Descendant Indented Chart (DIC).

DIC outputs include only text forms (Word, ASCII, RTT, etc.), and these cannot be sorted by dates or
filtered by generation number. Therefore, the selected output must be one that can be imported into Excel or
another spreadsheet program.

Spreadsheets can import text files, but cannot import Word, RTF, etc. Unfortunately, I could not force the
ASCII or ANSI report outputs into something that did not include an occasional line break that was imported
as an extra row. Therefore, the initial TMG report output I chose was Word. That Word file could then be
saved as a text file, and the text file imported into Excel.

The Initial Descendant-Indented-Chart Report

What is wanted is a very bare-bones report that includes (1) Names, (2) Generation numbers, (3) ID
numbers (optional), (4) Birth tag — date only, and (5) Death tag — date only. These screen shots show these
options.

Report Options = >

General | Page Options | Fonts and Colors | Sources | Memos | Inexes | Publication Tools | Sortey |

Tags i Names ] Dates | Places | Miscellaneous

Names : Identifiers :
9 No caps None

Surname caps @ ID Number

Al caps Reference field

All small caps 1D Number, Reference field

|| Show data set ID
Empty name text V| Generation numbers
In Italics

(-2-)
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This date format is important. The yyyy.mm.dd format, with the leading zeros checked, will sort in
chronological order.
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This is a method for eliminating place information in this report. Choose “Use selected place fields” and do
not select any fields.

Be sure to check “Blanks for missing data.” This guarantees that empty date fields will still sort correctly. If
spouse information is also wanted, check the “Spouses” box. Don’t include the marriage tag, though. That
causes problems in aligning spreadsheet columns correctly.
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Creating the Text File for Import

John' Rollins (1689), b. 1750.01.01, d. 1827.04.14
— Winthr ollins (1691), b. 1773.03.13, d. 1861.03.12

—— Elizabeth® Rollins (1692), b. 1774.05.05, d. 1854.03.13
—— Nancy” Rollins (1693), b. 1775.11.18, d. 1859.05.02
—— John® Rollins Jr. (1694), b. 1778.03.13, d. 1823.09.19
—— James® Rollins (1695), b. 1786.01.21, d. 1822.08.10

—— John® Rollins (9983), b. circa 1818.__.__, d.
—— James’ Rollins (9984), b. circa 1821.__.__. d.

—— Benjamin® Rollins (1673), b. 1790.05.13, d. 1870.02.16

—— Benjamin Franklin® Rollins (1676), b. 1827.12.15, d. 1897.04.04
- Franklin® Rollins (1688), b. 1868.04.01, d. 1872.08.01

Sarah Amtins (1677), b. 1831.09.25th

—— Samuel Ward® Rollins (1678), b. 1835.03.03, d. 186%"

—— John R.? Rollins (1679), b. 1836.04.12, d. 1862.10.03

—— Emily Augusta® Rollins (366), b. 1837.08.02, d. 1908.06.16

—— Charles Albe! k (373), b. 1859.05.04, d. 1935.05.23

—— Lula Emma°® Peck (276), b. 1882.06.04, d. 1968.06.14

—— Freedom Henry® Peck (375), b. 1885.02.27, d. 1966.08.30

The Excel text impott requires some kind of separator to identify each field/column in the row. The best
separatior available in this report is the comma, already present and separating the two date fields from the rest

of the row. The generation numbers (circled) must be delineated. This can be done with a Word wildeard find-
and-replace.' Find: (*>) [with wildcard options and formatting superscript; Replace: ,\1, [with wildcard options
and formatting standard]. This converts each generation number from superscript to standard font, and

surrounds it with commas. Save as a plain text file using Word’s default values.

Jo @ lins (1689), b. 1750.01.01, d. 1827.04.14

Winthrop,2, Rollins (1691), b. 1773.03.13, d. 1861.03.12

Elizabeth,2, Rollins (1692), b. 1774.05.05, d. 1854.03.13

Nancy,2, Rollins (1693), b. 1775.11.18, d. 1859.05.02

John,2, Rollins Jr. (1694), b. 1778.03.13, d. 1623.09.19

James,2, Rollins (1695), b. 1786.01.21, d. 1822.08.10

—— John 3, Rollins (9983), b. circa 18186._.__,d. . .

—— James 3, Rollins (9984), b.circa1821.__._ . d . .
Benjamin,2, Rollins (1673), b. 1790.05.13, d. 1870.02.16

—— Benjamin Franklin 3, Rollins (1676), b. 1827.12.15, d. 1897.04.04
George Franklin 4, Rollins (1688), b. 1868.04.01, d. 1872.08.01
—— Sarah Anne. 3, Rollins (1677), b. 1831.09.26, d. 1876.05.21

—— Samuel Ward 3, Rollins (1678), b. 1835.03.03, d. 1865.01.14

—— John R.,3, Rollins (1679), b. 1836.04.12, d. 1862.10.03

— Emily Augusta,3, Rollins (366), b. 1837.08.02, d. 1905.06.16

—— Charles Albertus 4, Peck (373), b. 1859.05.04, d. 1935.05.23
Lula Emma,5, Peck (276), b. 16862.06.04, d. 1968.06.14
—— Freedom Henry,5S, Peck (375), b. 1885.02.27, d. 1966.08.30

1 This is a good site for learning more about Word and wildcards. http://wordmvp.com/FAQs/General/UsingWildcards.htm :

accessed 26 April 2017.
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Importing the Text File

Open a blank Excel worksheet and import the text file. In Excel 2013, this command sequence is:
Data > (Get External Data) From Text > navigate to text file > Import.

FILE HOME INSERT PAGE LAYOUT FORMULAS DATA REVIEW VIEW DEVELOPER

[E]FromAccess > i [&]l Connections | & - Y ¥ Clear N
5 To = AN oo | B
P From Web T Froperties ) heapply
FIomTOT Existing Refresh zl Sort Filter Text to
Ly From Text Sources~ '|Connections | All~ Edit Links Y Advanced | Columns
Get External Data Connections Sort & Filter
Al i X v L
A B (2, J D | E | F | G | H 1 . J
1
2
3
4 -
5 -
6

Excel places imported text data into fields based on one of two options, Delimited and Fixed width.

Fields in

this report are delimited by commas. The command sequence here is: Delimited > Comma and Treat

consecutive delimiters as one (irrelevant here, but will become important)> Column data format
General.

-
Text Import Wizard - Step 2 of 3 [ 2 o]
This screen lets you set the delimiters your data contains. You can see how your text is affected in the
preview below.
Delimiters
[ 1ab
[7] Semicolon [¥]Treat consecutive delimiters as one
|v/| Comma
; £ Text gualifier. |~ E]
[ space
[7] other:
Data preview
chn Rollins (1689) b. 1750.01.01 | d. 1827.04.14 -
(({ Winthrop Rollins (1651) b. 1773.03.13 | d. 1861.03.12 _
({{ Elizabeth Rollins (1692) b. 1774.05.05 | d. 1854.03.13
(({ Nancy Rollins (1693) b. 1775.11.18 | d. 1859.05.02
(({ John Rollins Jr. (1694) |b. 1778.03.13 |d. 1823.09.19 -
< )
| cancel || <Bak | [ MNet> | [ Finisn |

—
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As is, this report works if there are no date qualifiers, e.g., czrea or before. Those must be removed, so it’s a
good idea to clean up the columns. Select the first column; find all opening parentheses and replace with
nothing. Find all date qualifiers, b. , and d. in the Born and Died columns and replace with nothing.

Include headers, if you want: Name, Generation number, Surname, ID number, birth date, and death
date. The chart can now be sorted and filtered in any way you choose. Note that you cannot sort both birth date
and death date effectively at the same time.

Text to Columns

“Text to Columns” is an important spreadsheet function. It splits one column into two or more columns
based on delimiters or fixed width options. If you included ID numbers in this report, those are now part of the
surname column. They can be placed in their own column using the “Text to Columns” function, Data > Text

to Columns > Delimited > Other (, and then remove the closing parenthesis with find and replace.

Including ID numbers is irrelevant in this report, but it is necessary when enhancing this report and others.

B C D e E L F | G | h | 1 | 1 [ x|l
G|Surname |Born Convert Text to Columns Wizard - Step 2 of 3 L2 S
1] Rollins (1689) b. 1750.01.01
This screen lets you set the delimiters your data contains. You can see how your text is affected
2| Rollins (1691) b. 1773.03.13 Iri the briviest Balow;
2| Rollins (1692) b. 1774.05.05 —
: : Delimiters

2| Rollins (1693) b.1775.11.18 =
2| Rollins Jr. (1694) b. 1778.03.13 :J Iab‘ et - - s

: : = - || Semicolon \V|iTreat consecutive delimiters as one:
2| Rollins (1695) b.1786.01.21 A Co;una
2 Roll_ins (1673) b. 1790.05.13 J ;pace Text gualifier: B
3| Rollins (9983) |b.1818._ . =

V] other: | (
3| Rollins (9984) | b.1821. .
3| Rollins (1676) b.1827.12.15
3| Rollins (1677) b. 1831.05.26 Data preview
3 Rollins [1678) b. 1835.03.03
3| Rollins (1679) b. 1836.04.12
urname o

3| Rollins (365) b. 1837.08.02 Rollins 689)
3| Rollins (1680) b. 1842.07.07 30111}“9 €31)
3| Rollins (1681) | b. 1844.01.20 Roliins fess) ;
3| Rollins (1682) b. 1854.09.12 < )
4| Peck (373) b. 1859.05.04
4| Peck (_398) b. 1861.02.23 [ Cancel ] [ < Back ] [ Next > l [ Finish
4| Peck (399) b. 1863.01.19

Variations: (1) You can include places in the report, adding information that might highlight migration

patterns. (2) If you choose, you can include spouses. (3) Assuming you’ve included ID numbers in your report,

you can add a parent list report and, using Excel’s VLOOKUP function, add columns to include parents,

making the report more informative.
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